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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2guKJfvq4uI
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Mapping  the Arab Blogosphere (2009)



Key Observations
● Country based networks 

○ Egypt
○ Saudi Arabia 

● Major Topics
○ Personal diaries
○ Palestine
○ A focus on Islam, with some attention on 

minorities



The Arab Blogosphere 2014
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Network Map of the Internet









Key Findings
● Country based network (again)

○ Egypt is still the largest node 

● Attention: Palestine vs Arab revolutions

● Noticeable Blogging Fatigue

● Where did Saudi Arabia go?



Countries
● Egypt

○ Covers various topics and clusters

● Kuwait
○ Division between languages and topics

● Palestine
○ Bridge Figures vs personal stories







Topics
● Personal Diaries and Romance 
● Politics
● Education
● Religion and minorities
● Literature



Language divide
● Many of the blogs are in Arabic. 
● English is focused on

○ Western facing bridge figures, political. 
○ Tech blogs
○ Expat community 

● Maghreb uses both French and Arabic



Platform divide
● The majority of the blogs use blogger

● Wordpress users are a minority

● Gulf bloggers host their sites

● Cluster of Tumblr sites



Twitter in the Arab World

Source: Arab Social Media Report



Egypt Bahrain



Other observations

● Who is really using Social Media?

● Communication channels amongst activists

● Burnout amongst political bloggers



Burn out



Are Governments catching up?



The Future?

● A shift to new platforms

● Cycles of burnout

● Continue to look out for new tactics and 
forms of communication
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