Mapping the Arabic Blogosphere

This is a social network map of the Arabic blogosphere created through analysis of
blogger linking patterns, automated text analysis, and human coding of blog
content. Each dot represents a blog, and the size of each dot is determined by

the number of other blogs that link to it. The position of each dot is a function

of shared links with its neighbors.The color of each dot is determined by

links to all online content; blogs that are the same color link to similar

online resources, such as news sites, Web pages, and other blogs. A

descriptive label is generated by researchers after all of the data

obtained from linking patterns, text analysis, and human coding is
layered together.

This map was created as part of the Internet & Democracy
Project's study Mapping the Arabic Blogosphere: Politics,
Culture and Dissent.

St is by far the largest cluster and includes several distinct
subclusters. One is characterized by Secular Refermist bloggers, and

‘ another by members of the Muslim Brotherhood. This latter group is
technically illegal in Egypt but their online presence appears to be
tolerated.
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